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Dilemmas of Terrorism

Neil Smelser

Wednesday, April 28, 2010 
5 p.m., Room A 300

Moderated by Klaus Schlichte

Neil Smelser will identify recurrent and possibly insoluble issues in 
defining, explaining, and defending against contemporary terrorism.  
He will also explore a number of special „entrapments“ in our response 
to terrorism, including the role of the mass media, the tension between 
security and civil liberties, and the tension between the tendencies to-
ward national unity and partisanship in the face of terrorist threats and 
attacks.

Neil Smelser is a University Professor Emeritus of Sociology and for-
mer director of the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Scien-
ces at Stanford University. His research has focused on what he calls the 
„macroscopic social structural level“ of collective behavior, including 
economic sociology, social change, and the sociology of education. He is 
a former president of the American Sociological Association, a member 
of the National Academy of Sciences, and a fellow of the American Aca-
demy of Political and Social Sciences. He joined the UC Berkeley faculty 
in 1958 and has authored fifteen books, including The Theory of Collec-
tive Behavior (1962, and The Faces of Terrorism - Social and Psychologi-
cal Dimensions (2008).

Klaus Schlichte is professor for international relations at the Institute 
of Political Science at the University Magdeburg.

The WZB provides child care during the lecture. If you are interested, please 
respond by April 20, 2010, indicating the number of children and their age.

To register, please reply by April 23, 2010, to Marie Unger: marie.unger@wzb.eu, 
fax: 030/25491-680.
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